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VICTORIA POLICE TRAGEDY — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [2.14 pm]: Late on 22 April, Australians learned of 
the tragic news that four Victorian police officers had been killed while on duty. Leading Senior Constable 
Lynette Taylor, Constable Glen Humphris, Senior Constable Kevin King and Constable Josh Prestney were 
standing by the side of Eastern Highway when they were struck by a refrigerated semitrailer. Leading Senior 
Constable Taylor and Constable Humphris had pulled over a Porsche that was being driven at excessive speed. The 
driver of the Porsche was drug tested and allegedly returned a positive result, so the two officers called for assistance 
to impound the offender’s vehicle. They were shortly joined by Senior Constable King and Constable Prestney. 
The four officers were standing together in the emergency lane when the semitrailer veered across three lanes of 
traffic and hit and killed the officers. Two of the officers, Constables Humphris and Prestney, had only recently 
graduated from the Victoria Police Academy. All of them were valued officers and members of the community. 
The driver of the Porsche was not standing with the officers and escaped injury. Inexplicably, he filmed these 
heroic, dying officers and then fled the scene. He has subsequently been charged. The truck driver has been charged 
with culpable driving causing death. 
Leading Senior Constable Taylor was a decorated and highly distinguished officer who had served for 31 years. 
She leaves behind a husband and two sons. Senior Constable Kevin King had been a member of Victoria Police 
for six years, having joined up later in life. He was well respected by his colleagues for his prudence and judgement. 
He leaves behind a wife and three sons. Constable Glen Humphris graduated from the police academy in March 
and had recently moved to Melbourne with his partner. Constable Prestney graduated in December and left behind 
a partner and family, including his brother, who is also a member of Victoria Police. 
Even though these deaths occurred in another jurisdiction, they affect all of us. Landmarks across our nation, including 
in our state and of course in Victoria, were lit up in blue in honour of these fallen police officers. In Western Australia, 
some of the buildings bathed in blue included police headquarters; Optus Stadium; Matagarup Bridge; Collie, 
Dunsborough, Harvey and Nannup Police Stations; and the Red Earth Arts Precinct in Karratha. The tragic deaths of 
these officers remind us that keeping our community safe has a cost, and that cost is principally borne by our police. 
Every day, our police put their bodies and minds on the line to protect us all. They are the ones who run towards 
danger, whether on duty or off duty. They are the ones we all turn to. I extend my condolences, those of the 
Western Australia Police Force and, I am sure, members of this place to the bereaved families and Victoria Police. 
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